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Honduran Diplomatic Note To Secretary Of State Shultz
Registers Indignation With "high Risk" Status
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Friday, April 29, 1988
In a recent diplomatic note to Secretary of State George Shultz, Honduran Foreign Minister
Carlos Lopez Contreras described Washington's designation of Honduras as a "high risk"
country as "incomprehensible," in that it places an ally on the same plane as nations hostile
to the US. In addition to justifiable indignation, said the minister, the high risk status has
caused serious "economic and moral losses." Lopez Contreras then described the Honduran
government's response to the April 7 destruction of US Embassy property as a prudent one under
the circumstances. The real objective of some of the protesters in the assault on the consulate,
said the minister, was to produce dead and wounded at the hands of the Honduran authorities
and security guards at the Embassy. When such intent failed, according to the diplomatic note,
said protesters then opted to pursue another unsuccessful strategy of creating their own martyrs.
The protesters, said the minister, wounded several of their own ranks and killed two of them.
Lopez Contreras informed Shultz that under the circumstances, his government was forced to
choose between immediate intervention and a "reflective and prudent" response. The latter, said
the minister, was similar to previous actions by the government devised to avoid falling into a
trap intended by "anti-social forces." At the time of the assault on the US consulate, according
to the minister, the Honduran authorities opted for the "prudent" response, thereby avoiding a
"descent into the violence that afflicts neighboring countries." The maintenance of "high risk"
status as applied to Honduras, said Lopez Contreras, jeopardizes US-Honduran relations. The
Honduran government, he said, while recognizing the magnitude of the material damage caused
to the embassy property, rejects the high risk label which suggests that Honduran authorities acted
in bad faith or with premeditated negligence on April 7. Instead, he added, the prudent response
by the authorities avoided a crisis of greater proportions. Next, Lopez Contreras pointed out that
his government has not only publicly condemned drug trafficking, but has also adopted several
measures resulting in the capture of large quantities of drugs, currently estimated at more than six
tons of cocaine. These efforts, he added, were saluted on April 15-20 by Republican and Democrat
members of the US Senate in a message to President Jose Azcona. Consequently, said the minister,
the intense campaign by the US media to discredit and defame Honduras and its armed forces is
hard to understand. Lopez Contreras concluded by pointing out that recent events described above
have endangered the cordial relations between the two nations in economic, political and security
cooperation. The latter includes the temporary presence of US forces at military installations inside
Honduras. Consequently, said the minister, the subject of Washington's high risk status applied to
Honduras must be discussed in greater depth. (Basic data from AP, 04/28/88)
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